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GRACE. 


H E Operations of Grace upon the Soul 
are greatly diverſified, and different per- 
ſons have been brought to the knowledge of Gos. 
different ways. To tie the hands of Omnipe- 
tence tothe particular experience of awindividual, , 
would be as unbecoming as 'to limit the Holy - 
One of Ifrack And yet this is an error too 
common among profeſſors. 
Too many there are that conclude, if perſons 
are not brought to Gop in the ſame manner they 
have been themſelves, they muſt certainly re- 
| main without hope, and without Gop- in the 
world. I have ſeen many of theſe, they are ob- 
jets of pity, but the narrowneſs of their ſenti- 
ments, deſerves. to be treated with H= e 
pecatine contempt. 
| | l | =D TE 
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Tax ways, means, and inſtruments uſed by 
unerring wiſdom in bringing a ſinner from dark- 
neſs to light, ought never to be queſtioned, ſo 
the end be infallihly ſecured. -Gop bath his way 

in the whirlwind, and his footſteps in the great 
deep. He hath power ta do what he will with 
his own. If he diverſify the manner of 
bringing his rational creatures to an acquaintance 
with himfelf, we have no right to arraign the di- 
vine conduct; his ways are always equal, agrec- 
able to the fitneſs of things, and we are aſſured 
His thoughts concerning us are thoughts of peace 
and not of evil, that he may give to every one 
of us an expected end. ER N 

Sou men are ſuddenly convinced of ſin; 

their fears are alarmed, their conſcience awakey- 

ed, their fins are ſet in order before them, they 

«appear formidable as an armed halt, they rage 

"horribly, and threaten to draw an the heads of 

the guilty the vengeance of eternal fire. What 

refuge is left ? What power to eſcape? Who 
can attempt to reſcue theſe brands from ever- 

laſting burnings? Alas! vain is the help of 
man. All their hopes are ſwept away like the 
ſpiders web. Their hearts are pierced with pe- 
nmitential pains; they feel no reſt in their bones by 

- reaſon of fin: the arrows of Gos drink up their 8 

ſpirits and his hand preſſeth them ſore. Many e 

eireumſtances concur to aggravate their diſtreſs, 

they have ſinned againſt many mercies, much he 


t 3 1 


5 light and love , againſt the conviQions of | confei- A 
b. ence, the calls of God s word, and warnings of 1 


| 0 his dpirit. 


FROM this hom aftheir paſt life they are ready | 
wm to ſay like the men of Judah, there is no ka 

ich | They feel ſuch a mountain of guilt on their foul, 
25 that they are ready to ſink under the preſſure?s i 
4 and, if their mouth is not wholly hut, their q 


reſſed, undertake for 
us. In that hour the Holy S pirit takes of the 


di. J language is, Lord we are oppre 


000 cer of Crit and preſents them to the view of 
4 their mind; the inner man beholds him ſet forth. 
; as eviden y crucified and flain; they ſee the 


an: Jus obedichce to death as fully commenſurate to 


cen. a tbe demands of Law and Jos. They ſee 


they all their fans laid n the head of this 4} 


rage um . as the LAM of Gon he takes them all f 
* They behold him ern 4&4 | 
all {alcient SAavigur, 5 i EVE 


$ willing as able. 


Who vy ſuitable to the e 
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An hour ago, 


change is viſible in the outward man, ſo true 


of wan. W 


the words of the Pfalmiſt, 1 


potlels. 1 


to their preſent and b A 

lol + They believe: they feel him a preſent 
Saviour. They are changed in a moment. Their 
night is turned into day; their ſorrow imo jc. 
they were darkneſs, now they are 
light in the Lon. Before, they were miſerable, 
now;. they are truly happy. And very alten this 
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n 18 change i is not produced by a long chain 
of reaſoning, by laying down premiſes, and draw- 
ing concluſions from them. But it is inſtantane- 
ous; it is the immediate erefult of looking unto 
Irsus. x Irsus ſaith, Look unto me and be 
ſaved: the ſoul obeys, and can aha. 9. mine eyes 
have feen thy ſalvation; 

Bur ve dare not ſay this is e 9 way chat 
Gop works, and theꝶ is no other; yet tis! is the 
way he in general works upon the moſt abandon- 


ed ſinners, as far as we have yet on our 


obſervations. t e 

. In the foregoing caſe the change i is very appa- 
rent, the contraſt is very ſtriking. For notorious 
finners to be changed into ſaints, for children of 
wrath and heirs of woe, to be changed into chil - 


abe den of grace, and — heirs of N cauſes 


the beholders to cry 'out "The Lord hath done great 
things for them: this is the Lord's doing and it is 
marvelous in our ges. But let us now conſider a 


very different cafe; all that are in the favour of 


Gop have not been driven to ſuch extremities. 
Some are fweetly allured; they are drawn with the 
cords of love. They heard not the thunders roll 
from Sinai's ſmoking mount, they ſaw not the tre- 
mendous lightning flaſh. perhaps, like Obadiah, 


they have feared the Ford om their youth, and 


have never wilfully and wickedly' like others fin- 
ned away their initial ſalvation; that free gift which 
(thro' the gracious promiſe of God) is come upon 
all men. Perhaps hey bave always retained a 

degree 


— 


degree of that light that 
cometh into the world; tho at times nk be 4 


the unfruitful works of darkneſs. 


[53 


lighteneth'every man that 
greatly obſcured; as ignorance the companion of 
depravity, is derived from our degenerate Root. 
Sometimes this vail is drawn aſide, and they ſee a 
diſconformity in their hearts and lives to the lan 
of Gop, which is holy, and juſt, and good. 
Tais diſcovery fills them with fhame and a de- 
gree of confuſion,” yet they ſtill remain ſtrangers 
to any great degree of terror, or weight of con- 
demnation. They earneſtly pray that they may 
always ſee the beauty of holineſs; and more cloſe- 
ly copy after the ſhining example oß the bleſſed 
Irsus. They feel in their hearts a love to the 
word, and people of God; and the deeper their 
acquaintance is with theſe, the more their love is 


increaſed. They have no deſire to follow a mul- 


titude to do evil, they have no communion with 


evil practices, and deteſt evil deſires and thoughits. 
If neceſſary buſineſs at times leads them into the 
company of irreligious men, they feel then» 
ſelves out of their proper element; they cannot 
enjoy their company” with any degree of com- 
placence. 

Tue with their buſineſs tranſated ui they 
may ſpeedily return to the ärk of their reſt. 


Their delight is with the Saints and them that ex- 
cel in virtue. But aſk theſe do you know your 


1 


They abhor- 1 


ſins forgiven? Do you know you are juſtifi- 


ed by faith ? Here the are at a loſs for an anſwer. 


They 
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They are fearful of ſaying any thing untrue, 


Fiearful of deceiving themſelves. "Tis well if the ; 


enquirer (if brought to Gov: ina different man- i 
ner) do not ſpeedily determine upon their caſe, * 
and tell them roundly, you are not converted, of 
you are in a ſtate of damnation! Many, I fear, 
have very rutlcaty uſed this language to the 
great diſco ment of {ome who have truly WM 
feared Goo and wrought: righteouſneſs, accord- WM | 
2d from G 
him who giveth to every man as he will. 8 
For my part I think ſuch as bear theamazke-ef the 5 

ng character, ſhould not be diſcouraged; # 
for il a tree is known by its fruit, and living faith 
is proved by its works, and effects, it will be 
eakily proved that ſuch a man is accepted of Gov. 
Such a perſon by proper ended may certainly / 


38 the way of Gon, More PT uns. | 


exptamngthe various op. Tati 

will be led to compare them with his fortder | 
feelings, and, on examination will eaſily percei ve { 
otlowed 
him from infancy or childhood tothe. preſent 
day. He like Timothy, from chin e abc 
Holy Scripture that is able to make him wiſe-unto 
falvation, and is a partaket of the like precious 
faith that dwelt in tome of his pious progenitors. 
Thus Gon works: differently 1 
ſons; but upon all, N o the, n of 
his own in. 
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Or chis diverſuy, 1 ſhall producetwe inſtanę 
and in doing this, i hall only peak what : 
and teſtify what I have ſeen. 

In a large manufacturing ton Rear. the gentre 
of this Kingdom, lives a Gentleman reſpected by 
all who have the pleaſure of knowing him. He 

vas once an obdurate Gnnes, in che gall of bitter- 
neſs, and in the hond of iniquity 3 A champion 
for the prince of darkneſs either feared 
Goo, nor regarded Man. uf implicit obedience | 
to the god of this world is the infallible way to | 

preferment in the realms of darkneſs, he certainly 

bade e 22 mung _ Dan 
: iv . X 
F 1217 he ii ly be CC | 
him to the loweſt pit of perdition. aj tg leſs 
than aB — * — could Sn him Rom 
ruin; and this gragious wonder, Goh was pleasd 
to new. The right hand of the Logo. arrefts 
the flagrant. rebel. Pay we what thou owent, 
was the language of juſtice, ten thouſand talents 
are my demand, and nothing ſhort of a dilcharge 
can reſcue thee from the gloomy priſen of * I 
edneſs and everlaſting dilpair. From ayſclf, gr . 
| ſurety, I expect ample” fatisfaQion; and . | 
| inſernal muſt be the conſequence of langer ne . 

Alas, the ſinner hath nothing to pay - He bath 
no way to eſcape but by throwing bimſelf at the 
feet of his ſupreme Judge ; and whoBy fy nog 
vga the merits of his pleading, poweriui 


= _ 


cate. His Advocate deeply intereſteth himſelf in 
behalf of his client. He ſhews the cancelled 
bond, and demands a diſcharge abr; he 
produces a receipt in full for the uttermoſt farthing 
of the enormous debt; nor ceafes his powerful W hof 
plea until he obtains the priſoner's releaſe. His ¶ ca! 
wounds, his blood hath a voice ſo ardent, ſo pref. MW h 
ſing, fopowerful, ſo prevalent, that the Father na. 
cannot turn away the preſence of his Anointed, Na 
He proclaims a pardon: from the imperial throne, | 
His uoice reſounded thro the arched heaven, 
The debt is paid, the ſinner is forgiven. 

This pardon is ſealed upon the finner's heart, he 
believes it, he feels it; Gop gives him the know- 
ledge of it. He can tell you the time-when, and 
place where, he was changed as in a moment. 
The Son of Gop made him free from guilt and 
condemnation; he felt his pardon attended with 
peace, love, and joy. In that hour he could 
rejoice with joy unſpeakable: and full of glory. 
From that time he hath adorn'd the dottrines of 
the goſpel by works of piety, mercy, and pure 
benevolence. | 3 
His ſubſtance. hath greatly inereaſed in the 
land, but he ſtill counts all as dung and droſs in 
compariſon of the exceHency of the knowledge of 
Cnnisr Jesus his Lord. His Religion hath 
led him to the faithful diſcharge of all relative 
duties. Public, family, and cloſet duty is regu- - 
larly kept up. He walks in all the ordinances of 
Gop blameleſs. In-publiccharities he is found K 
| „me 


E * 
me firſt rank; and is no leſs be widowelmſtand, 
and the orphan's friend. He hath often been 
the child of affliction, which he hath as often borne 
with the fortitude and patience of a man whoſe 
hope and heart is in heaven. AJcute pains have 
cauſed the ſweat to ſtream from every pore, amidſt 
which a placid {mile hath brightened his counte- 
nance, and his tongue hath at that time teſtified 
a hope full of immortallity. * 
Sous perhaps may ſay, he is a young con- 
vert and in his firſt love” I beheve he hath felt 
the happy change more than twenty years; I do 
not know that ever he loſt his firſt love, nor can I 
ſce the neceſſity that any ſhould who keep up 
conſtant watchfulneſs and prayer. 
Hz is the father of children, and as he hath 


received theſe from Gon, ſo he endeavours te 


train them up for him. If wholeſome precepts, 
and a good example have any influence, theſe 


have not been wanting; nor have they been in 


yain, Tho it muſt be allowed that all are by 
nature children of wrath, yet we muſt as readily 
grant, that bad example bears very hard u 

the tender minds of children, and often leaves ſo 
deep an impreſſion as is not eaſily eraſed. What 
a blefling to have a watchful parent ever ready to 
take and ddefro thoſe l foxes that — thevine! 


Tuts 
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* Since 8 the above, m dear. eee, © Wh: 
is no more! He lived a hot: y life, died happy ; and 
entered glory in triumph. 


Lord, let my life, and deus, be like his! 


———— — — — —— G 


1 
Tals Chriſtian father had à fon, the tender 
affefion he had for this child, induced him 
to begin betimes to cultivate his mind, and to 
inſtrutt him in the ways of GoS==Ir was his 
earneſt defire, chat“ His ſon's riper years ſhould x 
not upbraid his green.” 
Tax foh from a child feared the Lond; and | " 
felt the ſecret drawings of his grace; he was ear. b. 
ly brought under the ſound of the Word, to 
which as he grew up he appeared to have an en- | 
creaſing love. The ſon under the tuition of his I} 
chriſtian parent, has ſteered clear of thoſe rocks Il © 
and ſhelves upon which thouſands have been 
fatally ſhipwrecked He ſhuns the path of the ; 
deſtroyer. He contracts an eſteem for the beſt 
books, the beſt manners, the beſt men. His I 


behaviour is polite without ofteritation; he is af. n 

| ho, . 1 
fable and courteous te all. He loves all men, If 
but good men only with delight; He profeſſes to 


love Go, and that he feels the influences of - 
his holy Spirit. In benificence he treads i in the 
Reps of his honoured Father; he does good to 
all, eſpecially to them chat are of the houſchold 
of faith. His berievotence is 
Malin no nur rom party Kinks conflin's; © 5 
Fut open and enlarg d to all nunlinuu. 
But alas! he cannot tell the time when, wnd 
e where Gop forgave him his ſins. He ap- 
pears to be a ſtranger to inftantaneous converfion; 
both himſelf and his father are coricerned about 
it. hoy rr. man in a FROG FR wrote to 


2 


his father, after proſeſſing much filial feion, 
which I verily believe flowed from a dutiful 
heart ; after profeſſing his confidence in Gop, 
and the precious refreſhing ſeaſons he daily re- 
ceives from the divine preſence, he adds 
«hut I cannot yet ſay: with my Father, that I know 


the time when Gop forgave me al 7 a but Ia > 


believe I enjoy his favour,” '* - 

| Now can we ſuppoſe ſuch a rh as this a child 
of wrath, an heir of death and hell? No, I be- 
lieve him to be a child of 'Gov';'and that Go 
will own him as ſuch in that day when he ſhall 
number up his Jewels, and will ſpare him as a Ms? ? 
* ſpareth his fon that ſerveth him. 

From what has been ſaid,” how careful Would 

we be in determining on the ſtate, or pronounc- 
ing the doom of any man; unleſs we ſaw him 
living in open ſin, or wrapping himſelf in the 
lthy rags of ſelf righteouſneſs. In ſuch caſes the 
Holy Scripture is expreſs, The wicked ſhall be 
a into hell with all the people that forget Gon.” | 
The unrighteous ſhall not inherit his kingdom. 

Some I have known drawn with cords of We 
until they received a knowledge that Go was 
reconciled, Who have afterwards felt their HON 


c reply a eQted.. 7 "mms have felt 
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* He has ſince received Tach a an N of Gon 8 love, 


beloved. 


Reader if thou art Waiting for the conſolation of uy 4 
dene eyes n 15 and thy foul feel the ſalvation of 


OD, 


as baniſhes overy doubt of his being homer voted thro' the 15 
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. The godly gn the pleafing fmart, 
ba 11 27 Set . "7 50: ih 
Ae tears their ginen, 
" 2, es dat 0 M, b heaven.” _ 
In whatever manner they have been brought to God 
if they live righteous, ſober, and godly lives, we 
have juſt reaſon to concludethe work is genuine. 
In natural births the delivery is caſter in ſome 
caſes than in others. I believe it will hold good in 
the ſpiritual, before Zion travailed ſhe brau * 
If a child is brought intothe world withJeſs 
in ſome inſtancesthan in others, he is not to be, $7. 
tardipes on that account,'or to be conſidered As an 
untimely birth. I never. r knew children by nature 
quarrel with one another about this, or refuſe to 
on one another as brethren: why then ſhould 
children of grace? M hy ſhould any eye he evil be- 
cauſe God is good? There are diuerfities of operations 
but it is the ſame Gad that worketh all in all. Cor. i 2. b. 
And as the manner is greatly different, ſo are the 
Means. Some by ſearching the volume of nature are 
almoſt imperceptibly led up to the knowledge of 
nature's. Gon, Theſe mighty works declare the 
Omnipotent power, infinite wiſdom, and ineffable 
goodneſs of the divine Architect. The great eye 
| = ſoul of the univerſe, whoſe glance diſpels the 
ſhades, whoſe beams afford light for the perform- 
ance ofthe actions of natural * civil life; whoſe 
warmthrevives and raiſes nature from her tempora- dit 
ry reſt; is only a faint emblem of the great father of 
lights, in whom we live, and move, and have our 
. of that uncrested dun of * 
ho 
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that thou art minaftd of him, or the fon of man that 
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oho aroſe on the nations with healing in his wings. 

The Moon walking in het borrowed brightneſs is 
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Hour mfufferadic 

And draw me up . Goa: 1 | 
How fweetly was the rœyal Phih aws n 
theſe effe s to the grund caufe that chem, 
when 1 confider thy heavens, the moon and the 
ſtars the work of thy fingers ; Lord what is man, 


thow vifiteſt kims 5 


the works of the great ereator, 


By ER 
many are filled with wonder and admiration, and 
olten e ne they are aware fall in love with wiſdom's 


ways, The heavens declare the glory ef Gon 
and the' whote eavth is fall of his 
ills the mmenfity of fpace, and al our bodib 
gans are capable of tran divine 1 impr 
to the heart. May we fee bim in ang 2 
hear him in-allfounds whether ms voice „ eee 
the earth, or filemb; wiſpers, I am God. 
The di den ſations of providence are Scickbir mens 
of bringing finners'to Gop. 
variegated, and whether they are 3 or ad 
. under the divine blelhng they 
pl the fame end: as the N of a thing 


meet in the eentre. How ofter hath Gop by 4 
htleſs into a con- 
. their ways, and cauſed them to _ | 


ſeeming frown terrified the tt 
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gut, we have ſinned, what ſhall me do unto the 0 
thou preſerver of men? By this diſpenſation he gives 
them a conſciouſneſs of their brittleneſs and vani. 
ty; ſhewing that all ſupport without his arm, is 
weaker than the ſtaff of a broken reed. He give; 
them to ſee earthly comforts all are : yain, and were 
never deſigned to ſatisfy the deſirè of an immortal 
ſpirit. He blaſts'the promiſing crop, to open the 

* eyes of the induftrious huſbandman, that he may 


e- lee the-plentjous haryeſt doth not ſo much depend 
upon his care and induſtry, as on the divine bleſ. 


ling. In vain does Paul plant, and Apollos wa: 
ter if God give not the increaſe. He lops off the 
green boughs, that the trunk may be Formed at 
the threatening axe, which is- wplified,” And abc 
to LAS the root of the . tree. 

A fruitful land maketh he barren for the \IFY 

oy * of them that dwell therein. He'threatens 
to ſweep a ſinful nation with the beſom of deſtruc. 
tion, that its inhabitants may no longer regard, or 
retain evil in their hearts. He awfully threatens 

to remoye the candleſtick, unleſs Laodicean pro- 
feſlors repent, and let. theirdight ſhine. He chal: 
tens Man for ſin, and makes his beauty conſume 
away; that he may ſee, and earneſtly covet after 
the beauty of holineſs, .. He wounds in order to 
heal; and kills in order to make alive. Tho' theſe 
diſpenſations are painful; yet, they are ſalutary: if 
the deſign is anſwered it juſtifies the ways of Gov 
with men; if not, his gracious defigns areJuſtified; 
as he blaſts only to bleſs, and chaſtiſes — 4s to re- 


form and amend. He ae 
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adverſity. The bleſſing of healiii is moſfcordrally; | 


1 'Þ 1 
permits natural evil, only to remove, or deſtroy - 
the moral evil of in. | 

His deſign is the ſame when he cauſes the ſun 
of proſperity: to-ſhine upon their tabernacle ; theſe 
ſtreams are deſigned to lead to the fountain; theſe: 
gilts to the bountiful giver. He loads them with 
benefits to excite their gratitude, and induce Nur N 
to ſtretch forth a hand of benificence to the poo 


and needy. He is merciful G to el 
that they may be ſo to others. . nſider our- 


ſelves as ſtewards only, we Hall apply, to the dif- cle, 


ferent branches of duty, to the faithful diſcharge 
of the great truſt repoſedin ns, that when called 
to an. aceount, we may welcome ihe day of reckon- 
ing; and according to the nxmber of talents com- 
mitted to our care, he ready to ſay, Lord, thy: 
found halli gained five, or ten pounds. 

Tus man that daily balances his accounts, and 
inveſtigates the truth of things; will have but little 
to do at the end of his probation, but have them 
overlooked'and'approved by his great Malter.. 

Sometimes theſe diſpenſations are cheqyered, but: | 
tie-Gop of providence hath ſtill the ſame invari- 


able end in view. If the ſubjett is led to fee the 


hand divine in his wiſe procedure, be will in all 
theſe viciſſitudes cry out; The Lord gave, and the- 


| Lord taketh away, and bleſſed bt the name of the Lord. 


As in a things, phyfic; is: preparative for 
the eomforting cordial ;. and probing a-wound: | 


makes way for its receiving the healing bam; fo- 
in ſpiritual. The ſummer of proſperity. is never 
more welcome than when it ſucceeds the winter of 


received 
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received, and moſt fully enjoyed by thoſe who n 
have Tong been the children of affliction. It is 


ö > 


the fame hand that changeth the times and ſeaſons, Win t 
and with the ſame view; his own glory, and his Th. 
creatures good, In his wiſe and powerful hand, Wl che 
the moſt trivial occurrence can produce the moſt Nas 
permanent and laſting good. A poor Negro in Nofſ 
America cuts down a tree, as it falls, Gov ſpeaks Wupc 
to the heart of his obdurate maſter, * As the tree Mora 
falls fo it lies.“ It is enough, his mind is deeply 
impreſt, he yields to the impreſſion, and becomes a Mio! 
new man. Hisſoul is transformed in all her powers, Nun 
he becomes a tree of righteouſneſs, and brings WT! 
forth fruit in due ſeaſon. Another in his peram- Win 
bulations comes near the hut of one of his ſlaves; 
a ſound from within ſalutes his ear, he draws near- 
er and is all attention; he hears the voice of pray- 
er; mix d with praiſes His poor negro bleſſes 
God, that in his ſtate of bondage, the Goſpel hath 
reached his ears, and Chriſt is revealed in his heart: 
he praiſes Good for his food tho of the coarſeſt 
kind. The maſter is ſuddenly ſtruck, his conſide- 
ration awakes. Here, ſaid he, is my poor ſlave 
bleſſing Gon for the meaneſt diet; and I who have 
all the ſuperfluities of life never bleſt Gop for any 
of them. The impreſſion is deep and laſting; Go 
gives him another heart, and he leads a new:life. _ 
But in bringing ſinners to Go p, the grand mean 
is the Book of Revelation. Here the will of Gop is 
clearly ſet forth; life and immortality. are brought... 
to light by the Goſpel; and tho we admit that the | Wat 
Goſpel was 3 before the manifeſtation of... Wc 


the Son of Gon in the fleſh, yet that was only. a = 
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elimmering: ray; a light ſhining, in a dark place, 
tho' a ſure word of Prophecy to all who. believed, 


in the light, and waited for the ſalvation of Gap. 


The economy of grace before the law was like the 
chearful dawn of the morning. The morning ſtar 
tranſmitted its rays to thoſe who lay in that night. 
of fin and miſery, which the firſt offenders brought 
upon themſelves and poſterity. The cxconomy of 
grace under the Law tho much beclouded Vich 


toned it like the leſſer light, to rule the night 


until the day broke and the ſhadows fled away. 


Then the Sun of Righteouſneſs aroſe with healing 
in his wings. Then the myſtery hid from ages 
and generations, was made manifeſt to the ſaints. 
By reading, hearing, and meditaling on the ſcrip- 
tures, thouſands, myriads, have been brought to 
know the only true Gop, and Jeſus Chriſt whom 
he hath ſent. The ſword oſ the ſpirit is quick and 


Hel | 


types and ſhadows had ſome light 1 in it; Gop de- 


powerful, quickening the dead; and proving the 


power of Gap unto the ſalvation of all who believe. 
In renewing the heart, and reforming the life the 
Law and Goſpel have their uſe. The Law wounds, 
the Goſpel, Wy The Law gives us to feel our 
malady, the Goſpel reaches forth the infallible re- 
medy. The Law holds forth the attributes of juſ- 
lice, truth, and holineſs ; the Gofpel-gives a rich 
diſplay of the mercy, goodnels, and love of Gov... 

The Law is ourſchook-maſter to bring us to Chriſt, 

the Goſpel humbles us at his feet and makes us all 
attention to his gracious inſtructions. Both are 
to be iuſiſted on in their proper places. Tbe Law 
aud the 8 hets teſtify Emnid, and che Goſpel 
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announced, thoufands have been pricked to the 
heart, have yielded to the force of conviftion, and 


wilderneſs of nature, and turns the deſart into a 
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1 
oves that their teſtimony is true. Tho' Chriſt 
is the end of the ceremonial law, yet the moral 
Law which is a tranſcript of the divine mind, and 
x perfect rule for our faith practice, abideth 
er. Wnile the oraeles of GOD have been 


8 wan 
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preſented themſelves at the foot of the croſs. The 
voice of the Lord ſtrong and mighty, ſhakes the 


fruitful field. | 
- Awful threatenings, motives of 3 often be- 

gin the work; the wrath of God, the damnation of 
hell, the never dying worm, and fire unquencha- 
ble: are frequently uſeful to awaken the dead in 
im; and quicken their eſcape from everlaſting 
burnings. The kind: expoſtulations, and loving 
invitations, fo often-oceurring in the ſacred can- 
nom of Scripture, have a tendency to ſoften and 
melt the moſt obdurate heart: theſe gently ſteal in- 
tothe affettions, and ſometimes as imperceptibly, 
as water into the bowels, or oil into the bones. If 
the infidel is reclaimed, it matterslittle whether he 
hath been driven by terror, or drawn by love. 

Tis not improbable but there may be as great a 
diverſity in the inſtruments Go p generally uſes, as 
there is in the ways and means. The head of the 
church hath greatly diverſified miniſterial qualifi- 
cations; but an infinitely wife deſign runs thro' Wl. 
the whole. Little good: is to he expected from 
thoſe who are calledof mer only, to this great work. 
IfGor: declare; 7 never ſent them; they are never 
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likely to profit his people. If they have been put | 


Some are poſſeſt of your 
underſtanding, - 


of Gos, andfelt the 
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into the prieſts office for a piece of bread; or by 
the ſpoils of the flock to increaſe wealth, or ag- 


grandize their families: to eat the fat and drink the 


{weet,, no good is to be looked for. We let theſe 
alone; to their on maſter they ſtand or fall. But 
what an amazing difference nd thoſe: whom 
Gop uſes. 

** abilities 1 
a ſound judgment, a retentive 
memory; ſome — to this, a good delivery 

a clear harmonious voice, attended with — 
action. Some imitate the cool reaſoning of Cicero, 
others the warm perſuaſion of Demoſthenes. Some 
are diltin&t in their ſentences, giving the hearers 
proper time to collect the meaning of what has 
been ſaid. Others are quite rapid, pouring forih 
a torrent of eloquence that threatens to bear down 
all before it. Some like Apollos are mighty in 
the ſcriptures; as wiſe ſcribes they bring forth out 


of their treaſury things new and eld. Others deal 


more largely in chriſtian experience, their words 
come warm from the heart, they ſpeak that which 
they know and feel; having taſted of the good word 
power of the world to come, 
Some are Boanergeſes, ſons of thunder; others are 
Barnabaſes, ſons of conſolation. Some have a 
peculiar talent for awakening the ſleepy ſinner; 
others for adminiſtering conſolation to Ks oa that 


mourn > and yet others there are, who appear to 
be more adapted for n up ä mt heh 


moſt holy faith. 
All theſe have their uſe in the — — 
head cannot fay to the * I have no need 9%. 
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Perfons of different branches in architeQure con- 
tribute their quotas towards building a ſtately ed 
Sfice, yet all unite in the fame deſign. Some are 
in the mountain hewing the unpoliſhed ſtone, or 

ad the pits tempering and moulding the paſſive clay; 
or at the kiln burning or hardening the brick : 
others are collecting the ſcattered materials, while 
yet others, as wife maſter builders, are laying the 
foundation, or rearing up the fuperftruQure, 
Hewing of wood, and drawing of water for the fer- 
vice of the tabernacle, were neither idle, nor uſe- 
let employments. The Gop of order, Its 
alt to the diſſerem ſtations they fill with the fame 
wite deſign. Thoſe who open the doors, and 
trim the | belonging to the houfe of Goo, 
are far morehonourably emplo d, than thoſe who 
have me higheft appointments in the tents of un- 
H one man is more eminent for minil- 
— — he ought to be the deep. 


what can he boaft of which he hath. not received 
But his ſt do not argue fuperior grace, 
nor even ſaperior Ulefulnefs. Silver trampets 
dloum vith judgment, may be harmonious to the 
ear, and may gain the performer fome applauſe ; 
if this is all, tis a poor reward. Rams horas blown 
at God's command will level the walls of Jericho 
devated to deſtrultion. Breaking the Pucher, 
holding the lamps, and ſounding e word of the 
Lord and ꝙ Gideon, will be ſufficient to deſtroy 
the Midianites. Therefore, let not the wiſe glo- 


anne in me ſaith the Lord, whodocth all 


ee humbled ; who hath made the difference? Or 


Ty in his wiſdom; or the ſtrong glory in his ſtrength; 
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Out of the mouths of babes and ſuck- 5 


"Wes, theſe things. 

* ings he ordains ee and thro' the footiſtmeſs 
" are 

„ Or 


preaching, he is pleaſed to ſave them that believe. 
* ſome will ſay, how can men deſtitute of a 
lay; liberal education expect to be of any uſe in the 

„church? Let an Apoſtle anſwer, Where is the 
hie ſcribe s Where is the the di; of this world p Hath 
the e Cod malle fook/h the wiſdom of this world g 
ire Hath not God ohojen the fooliſh things of the world to 
for. ou] the wife ; the real things of the world to 
ue. found the things which are mighty? And the baſe. 
A things of the world hath God choſen ; yea and things 
that are not, io bring to nought things "ore: that 
no fleſh ſhould glory an ts preſence. No man ſhould 
take this office upen himſelf but he that is called 
of Gop, Heb. v. 4. But if Gop is pleaſed to 
take the firſt king of Iſrael, out of the -laſt and 
leaſt tribe, Wb out of the meaneſt family in aha. 
tribe; who ſhall fay unto him what doeſt thou. 

He took David when following the ewes —_ 
with young, and ſet him to feed his people Iſrael. 
If Eliſha is called of Gop by the mouth of EHjah 
to the prophetic office, he leaves his huſbandry, 
and enters upon his new employ. If Gop puts a 
word in the mouth of Amos, he will leave the 
herds-men of Tekoah and his gathering Sycamore 
fruit, and become a Prophet tothe houſe of Iſracl. 
If the harveſt is plenteous, and the faĩthful labour- 
ers few; who will blame the Lord of the harveſt 
(who-ſaith-all:ſouls are mine) for making choice of 
Fiſhermen, Tax-gatherers, and Ten- Maerz to go 
out into the highways and hedges, into the lanes 
and ſtreeis of the * gather in the outcaſts. 
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What a mercy that the poor, have the Goſpel 
preached unto them / What divine goodneſs that 
be enables the poor to. preach the Goſpel, Let 
facts teſtify for the laſt half century, who have been 
moſt uſeful in their day, the worldly wiſe, or thoſe 
who in ſome reſpects are unlettered, but have been 


with, and received their miſſion from the Lord 


Jeſus? Let clouds of witneſſes ſay, under whoſe 
miniſtery they firſt received a knowledge of them- 


ſelves, and what is {till better, a knowledge of Gon 


and ſeſus Chriſt, whom to know is life eternal. 
From what has been ſaid, let us admire that di- 


vine wiſdom and goodneſs, that always propoſes 


the beſt end, and makes choice of the beſt means 
to ſecure it. Let us own his hand in all the ope- 
rations of grace upon the hearts of men, and 
ſay, this hath God wrought. May his works of na- 
ture, providence, and grace, inflame our hearts, ex- 
cite our humble gratitude; and fill our minds with 


becoming thoughts of his majeſty, and gaodnels 


Let us bleſs him, for ſuch inſtruments as he 
pleaſed to uſe; and ſay, Bleſſed are ye who come 
in thename of the Lord. May your loins be gird- 
ed with truth. May your lamps always burn, and 
your light ever ſhine: ſo ſhall ye teach tranſprel- 
lors his ways, and ſinners ſhall be converted unto 
Gop. And when your labours and ſufferings are 
ended below; Angels ſhall condu& you to the 
palace of the Great King, where you ſhall ſhine: 
as the brightneſs of the kirmament, ng: as ho g 
ſtars for ever and ever. 


Even jo, Lond Jsevs Amen! | 


